ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
& PARISH DAY SCHOOL

The Second Sunday
After Christmas

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2025
11:00 A.M. « HISTORIC CHURCH

We welcome you here at St. John’s to be met by God, who already knows you and loves you.

THEWORD OF THE LORD

Music pages can be found following page 8.
During the service, the congregation reads the parts in bold.

PRELUDE We Three Kings
ENTRANCE HYMN As with Gladness (H 119) M-1

WELCOME

OPENING ACCLAMATION

To us a child is born.

Come let us adore him.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE Angels We Have Heard on High (vs. 1 &3) (H 96) M-2

COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us pray.

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth:
Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to
face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE FIRST READING (Please be seated.) Jeremiah 31:7-14
Thus says the Lorb:
Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob,
and raise shouts for the chief of the nations;
proclaim, give praise, and say,
"Save, O LoRrp, your people,
the remnant of Israel”
See, | am going to bring them from the land of the north,
and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth,
among them the blind and the lame, those with child and
those in labor, together;
a great company, they shall return here.



With weeping they shall come,
and with consolations | will lead them back,
[ will let them walk by brooks of water,
in a straight path in which they shall not stumble;
for | have become a father to Israel,
and Ephraim is my firstborn.
Hear the word of the Lorp, O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far away;
say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him,
and will keep him as a shepherd a flock"
For the LorD has ransomed Jacob,
and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him.
They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion,
and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lorb,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil,
and over the young of the flock and the herd;
their life shall become like a watered garden,
and they shall never languish again.
Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance,
and the young men and the old shall be merry.
[ will turn their mourning into joy,
| will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.
[ will give the priests their fill of fatness,
and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,

says the Lorb.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE PSALM HYMN: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed (Psalm 72) (H 616) M-3

THE SECOND READING Ephesians 1: 3-6, 15-19a

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to
the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

| have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason | do not cease to give thanks for you as | remember you in my prayers. | pray that the
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation
as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know
what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance
among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL HYMN We Three Kings (H 128) M-4

THE GOSPEL (Please stand as you are able.) Matthew 2:1-12

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the
East came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For
we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage" When King Herod
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They
told him,"In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet:
"And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israel.”
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the
star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the
child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that | may also go and pay him
homage" When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the
star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When
they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house,
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then,
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And
having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by
another road.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Ven. Ruth Elder

THE NICENE CREED (Please stand.)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He
has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (Please stand.)

The world’s deep night is shattered by the light of God’s new day. Filled with the wonder of
God’s grace and joy, we embrace God’s gift of love given in the Son born for us, as one of us.
Filled with hope, let us offer our prayers for the world, the church and the needs of all as we pray:
Glory to God in the highest,

Peace to all people of good will.

Creating God, the heavens and earth rejoice together as the newborn Christ, the morning
star, eclipses all other light. Through this birth empower us to restore your creation that the
universe may praise your name, and all creatures call you blessed. Glory to God in the highest:
Peace to all people of good will.

Redeeming God, you have come to dwell with us in Jesus. Make your church the manger of
transforming and healing love for the world yearning to be reconciled to you. Send us into
the world to live as your good news of saving hope and love for all. Glory to God in the highest:
Peace to all people of good will.

Merciful God, in Jesus, you give us the Prince of Peace. As people and nations, especially in
Israel, Gaza, the West Bank, Ukraine, and Lebanon, live amid the terror of war, guide the
leaders of all the nations in the ways of justice and peace. Deliver all those engulfed by the
chaos of war, oppression and displacement. As Jesus is a sign of your peace, make us the
children of peace in al that we undertake. Glory to God in the highest:

Peace to all people of good will.

Comforting God, in this birth you exchange our wretchedness for your blessedness. You
make the stable the ark of healing and transforming love. Send hope to all who are sick and
suffering, lonely and bereaved, homeless and destitute. As you abide in us, make us generous
givers so that all may experience a home in your loving-kindness. Glory to God in the highest:
Peace to all people of good will.

Eternal God, you came to earth in our frail flesh, so that at the end of our days we might
once again embrace eternity. We give thanks for those who have died and who bore witness
to your saving grace and truth. May we follow in their footsteps, by bringing your light to
the world. Glory to God in the highest:

Peace to all people of good will.

Into the manger of your love, holy God, we lay our prayers, trusting in your promise made
known to us in you Son, Jesus Christ, child of Mary, our brother and Savior. Fill us with
wonder and joy that we may with gladness embrace your salvation. Transform us so that we
may embody in our lives your justice and mercy, peace and concord, hope and love, now and
always. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

BIRTHDAY & ANNIVERSARY BLESSINGS
ANNOUNCEMENTS



THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope
by the power of the Holy Spirit. ~ Romans 15:13

For your convenience, you may scan the QR code on the back of the bulletin.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Arise, Shine Willan
St. John’s Choir

THE PRESENTATION HYMN The First Nowell (H 109, vs. 5 and refrain)  The First Nowell
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER B

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you
have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face
of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with
Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to

proclaim the glory of your Name:
5



SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy Lord Schubert
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us
in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him,
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into

life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of
wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore,
according to his command, O Father,



We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you,
from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in
his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with St. John and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD

(A silence is held.)
FRACTION ANTHEM Jesus, Lamb of God Schubert
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The Gifts of God for the People of God.



COMMUNION: At God’s Table All Are Welcome

If you trust that Jesus Christ lived, died, and rose from the dead for your salvation and the life of the
world, please come forward to receive the Body of Christ and the cup of Salvation. When only one
chalice bearer is present, we are adhering to the policy of only sipping and not intincting
(dipping the bread) into the cup. If you require a gluten-free wafer, please ask the clergy. To
receive a Blessing instead of Communion, cross your hands across your chest. The clergy will offer
God'’s blessing to you. If you would like to receive Communion, but are unable to come
forward, please let an usher know.

COMMUNION HYMNS Brightest and the Best (H 117) M-5
How Bright Appears (H 497) M-6

THE POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN Songs of Thankfulness & Praise (H 135) M-7

DISMISSAL
(The Deacon or Celebrant dismisses the People, to which we respond)
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

PLEASE KEEP THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE IN YOUR PRAYERS

Brenda Ashworth, Deb Avant, Jacyn Baker, Ron & Judi Bonig, Jim Bruce, Al Cooke, Jane Deweib,
Brian Donovan, Leslie Edmonds, John Furda, Joseph Gilbert, Sunny Good, Marti Guillet, Lissa Bounds
Hammond, Lauren Hopkins, Glenn Houston, James Houston, Houston Family, Rose Jones, Henry Kramer,
Glenda Lovchik, George Maestri, Pat Merson, Charles H. Miller, Mike Miller, Jane Mooney, Tim Nunley,
Kathy O’Dunne, Charles Osmond, Barbara Prettyman, Jean Purcell, Richard Rabb, Chuck Robbins,
Roland Russoli, Jane Sims, Joseph Stavely, Jessica Stricks, Alicia Townsend, Gerald Williams, Mickey
Williams, and Carter Yates.

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED: Banjy Nwosu
FOR THE SEARCH FOR OUR NEW RECTOR

To have someone included on our prayer list, you may: Contact the Parish Office by phone or email your prayer
request to Tracey Stone at tstone@stjohnsec.org. Names will remain on the prayer list for 30 days. After the
initial 30 days, if you wish to have a name stay on the list, please re-submit your request.
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(H 119) M-1

ENTRANCE HYMN As With Gladness Dix
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2 As with joy - ful steps they sped to that low-ly man-ger - bed;
3 As they of - fered gifts most rare at that man-ger rude and bare;
4 Ho-ly Je - sus! ev - ery day keep us in the nar-row way;
5 In the heaven - ly coun-try bright, need they no cre - a - ted light;
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1 as with joy they hailed its light, lead - ing on - ward, beam-ing bright;

2 there to bend the knee be - fore him whom heaven and earth a - dore;

3 so may we with ho - ly  joy, pure and free from sin’s al - loy,

4 and, when earth-ly thingsare past, bring our ran-somed souls at last

5 thou its light, its joy, its crown,thou its sun which goes not down:
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1 so, most gra-cious Lord, may we ev - er - more be led to thee.

2 so may we with will -ing feet ev - er seek the mer - cy - seat.

3 all our cost-liest trea-sures bring, Christ! to thee, our heaven-ly King.
4 wherethey need no star to guide, where no clouds thy glo - ry hide.

5 there for ev - er may we sing al - le - lu -ias to our King.
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Have you attended a Congregational Conversation?

!
RECTOR DISCERNMENT JOIN'US TODAY!

The Discernment Committee's last Congregational Conversation is
scheduled for TODAY — Jan. 5th, 3:00-4:00 p.m., in the Auditorium.
If you haven't participated yet, please come and share your perspec-
tive on our church's current strengths and hopes for the future.

Congresational If you have any questions about the Rector Discernment process,
Con%er%ations please reach out to the Committee at discernment@stjohnsec.org.
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M-2 (H 96)

HYMN OF PRAISE Angels We Have Heard on High (vs. 1 & 3) Gloria
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sing - ing sweet-ly through the night,
2 Shep-herds, why this  ju - bi- lee? Why these songs of hap - py cheer?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
4 See him in a man - ger laid whom the an-gels praise a - bove;
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What greatbright-ness  did you see? What glad tid - ings did you hear?
come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ, the Lord, the new - born King.
Ma - ry, Jo -seph, lend your aid, while we raise our hearts in love.

Refrain
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(H 616) M-3

THE PSALM HYMN Hail to the Lord’s Anointed (Psalm 72)  Es flog ein kleins Waldvigelein
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1 Hail to the Lord’s A -noint - ed, great Da-vid’s great - er Son!
2 He comes with suc - cor speed - ¥y to  those who suf - fer wrong,
3  He shall come down like show - ers wup - on the fruit- ful earth,
1 Kings shall bow down be - fore him, and gold and in - cense bring;
5 OQer ev - ery foe vic - to - rious, he on his throne shall rest;
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1 Hail, in the dme ap - point - ed, his reign on earth be - gun!
2 1o help the poor and need - v, and bid the weak be strong;
3 and love, joy, hope, like flow - ers, spring in his path to birth:
4 all na - tions shall a - dore him, his praise all peo - ple sing;
5 from age o age more glo - rious, all bless -ing and all - blest
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2 to give them songs for sigh -
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2 whose souls, con-demned and dy - ing, were pre - cious in his sight
3 and right-eous -ness in foun - tainsfrom hill to val-ley flow
4  his king - dom  still in - creas - ing, a king - dom with-out end.
5 his Name shall stand for - er, change-less Name of Love
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M-4 (H 128)

GOSPEL HYMN We Three Kings (vs. 1-2 before; vs. 5 after) Three Kings of Orient
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2 Born a King on Beth - le - hem’s  plain, gold I
3 Frank - in - cense to of - fer have I: in - cense
4 Myrrh s mine;  its bit - ter per - fume breathes a
5 Glo - rious now be - hold him a - rise, King and

1 gifts we tra - verse a - far, field and foun - tain,

2 bring to crown him a - gain, King for ev - er,

3 owns a De - i - ty nigh; prayer and prais - ing,

4 life of gath - er - ing gloom; sor - rowing, sigh - ing,

5 God and Sac - i - fice heaven  sings al - le -
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1 moor and moun - tain, fol - low - ing yon - der star.

2 ceas - ing nev - er o - ver us all to reign.

3 glad - Iy rais - ing, wor - ship him, God Most High.

4 bleed - ing, dy - ing, sealed in  the stone - cold tomb.

5 lu - ia: al - le - lu - ia the earth re - plies.
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COMMUNION HYMN | Brightest and Best Morning Star
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1 Bright - est and best of the stars of the morn - ing,
2 Cold on his cra - dle the dew - drops are shin - ing,
3 Shall we then yield him, in cost - ly de - vo - tion,
4 Vain - ly we of - fer each am - ©ple o - bla - tion,
5 Bright - est and best of the stars of the morn - ing,
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1 dawn on our dark - ness, and lend us thine aid;
2 low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
3 o - dors of E - dom, and of - ferings di - vine,
4 wvain - ly with  gifts would his fa - vor se - cure,
5 dawn on our dark - ness, aid lejd us thine aid;
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1 star of the east, the hor - i - zon a - dorn - ing,
2 an - gels a - dore him in slum - ber re - dlin - ing,
3 gems of the moun - tain, and pearls of the o - cean,
4 rich - er by far is the heart’s a-dor - a - tion,
5 star of the east, the hor - i - zon a - dorn - ing,
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1 guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er is laid.
2 Ma - ker and Mon - arch and Sa - vior of all.
3 myrrh from the for - est, and gold from the mine?
4 dear - er to God  are the prayers of the poor.
5 guide where our in - fant Re - deem - er s laid.
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COMMUNION HYMN Il How Bright Appears

draw thou near

come and hear

us.
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1  How  bright ap - pears the Morn-ing Star, with mer - cy beam - ing
2 Though cir - dled by the  hosts on high, he  deigned to cast a
3 Re - joice, ye heavens; thou earth, re - ply; with  praise, ye sin - ners,
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from a - far; the host of heaven re - joic - es;
pit - ying eye up - on his help - |less crea - ture;
fill the sky, for this  his In - car - na - tion.
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O right- eous Branch, O Jes - se’s Rod! Thou Son of Man and
the whole cre - a - tion’s Head and Lord, by high-est ser - a -
In - car-nate God, put forth thy power, ride on, ride on, great
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Son of God! We, too, will lift our voic - es:
phim a - dored, as sumed our ve - 1y na -  ture;
Con - quer - or, till all know thy sal - wva - tion.
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Je - sus, Je - sus! Ho - ly, ho - ly, yet most low - ly,
Je - sus, grant us, through thy mer - it, to in - her - it
A - men, a - men! Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ial
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Praise be giv

great Em - man - uel,
hear, O hear our
ev - er - more, by

sup - pli - ca
earth and hea
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CLOSING HYMN Songs of Thanksgiving and Praise Salzburg
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1 Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Jes-us, Lord, to thee we raise,
2 Man -i - fest at Jor - dan’s stream, Pro-phet, Priest, and King su- preme;
83 Man -1i - fest in mak - ing whole pal-sied limbs and faint-ing soul;
4 Man -1 - fest on moun - tain height, shjn-ing in re - splen-dent light,
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa - ges from a - far;
and at Ca-na, wed - ding - guest, in thy God-head man-i - fest;
man - i - fest in val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev - il’s might;

where dis - ci - ples filled with awe thy tans - fi - gured glo-ry saw.

e e

|
=
F
\

branch of oy - al Da - vid’s stem in  thy birth at  Beth - le - hem;
man - i - fest in power di- vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
man - 1 - fest 1in gra - cious will, ev - er bring- ing good from ill;
When from there thou led dest them stead - fast to - ru - sa- lem,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in man made man-i - fest.
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in man made man-i - fest
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in man made man-i - fest.
cross and FEas - ter Day at - test God in man made man-i - fest.
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